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by Marcelo Mainzer (Blacktie-Colorado.com)

“Defending Liberty, Pursuing Justice,” is written on every American Bar Association business card and
that is what the American system of laws are designed to do.

On Wednesday the 2nd of November, the Colorado Judicial Institute again drew jurists from around the
state, and the nation, for its third annual Judicial Excellence Awards. They came to the Denver Marriott
City Center to talk, drink, have dinner and honor the best of their profession.

Some notables in attendance were, Colorado Supreme Court Chief
Justice Mary J. Mullarkey, Denver District Judge Joseph Meyer,
Justice Rebecca Kourlis, Justice Michael Bender, City and County of
Denver, Judge Al Harrell and Director of Probations, Tom Quinn, to
name a very few. The conversations were amicable and animated, as
they tend to be among educated and outspoken people. In fact when
Vice Chair; Gale Miller, who filled in for Chair, Richard Gabriel, called
everyone to take their seats, he had to threaten the audience with a
gag order saying, “I think | could find a judge around here some place.”
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After much glass clinking people settled down and Gale began by Karen Mathis, President Elect of the

reviewing the purpose of the evenings awards and the mission of the ABA.

Colorado Judicial Institute. The awards are given each year to those
who meet and exceed the highest standards of judicial service for Colorado as Gale put it “The Best of
the Best.”

The mission of the CJl is to “further public understanding of the Colorado
judicial system, to preserve and enhance the independence of Colorado
courts and to ensure that the courts meet the needs of the people.” Gale
advised attendees that part of their ticket price would go to the Judicial
Education Preservation Fund. Gale went on to praise the CJI Board of
Directors, for the countless hours of time they donate to implement the
programs of CJI, he asked all the board members to rise and receive
recognition, or putting the event together, Gale, specifically asked Chair;
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Chair Constance Talmage.

After a delicious meal, Gale Miller returned and asked Ralph Torres and
Connie Talmage to join him on stage to present the awards. 0
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This year the Judicial Excellence Awards were presented to;
Honorable Judge Thomas Curry, 18th Judicial District; who
has served on the bench for 21 years. Judge Curry sits on
many committees, including the Community Corrections
Board, the Bench-Bar Community Relations Committee, and is
the present chairperson for the Colorado Sex Offender
Management Board. Among his many accomplishments Judge
Curry received the Distinguished Jurist Award from the
Colorado Chapter of the American Academy of Matrimonial
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Lawyers.
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County Court Judge; Honorable Cindy H. Bruner, 17th Judicial
District, was appointed to the bench in April 1991. Judge Bruner is
an innovator in Adams County working closely with other agencies
to improve services for litigants and their families and increasing
the efficiency of the court. In her two terms as Presiding Judge,
Judge Bruner worked for the establishment of a designated
domestic violence court, and presided over 56 jury trials in the first
year of the court. Judge Bruner serves as Executive Council for
the Criminal Law Section of the CBA, and has served on the
Colorado Supreme Curt Criminal Rules Committee, to name just a
very few of her community commitments. Judge Bruner received Constance Talmage and Award
the Ed Towey Award for “Outstanding and Caring Service to Winner Judge Cindy Hull Bruner.
Victims of Crime in Adams County.”

Eighth Judicial District Court Magistrate Stephen J. (Steve)
Schapanski was appointed as a District Court Magistrate in
1993. Magistrate Schapanski has served as a member of the
Larimer County Community Corrections Advisory Board since its
inception in 1975. Magistrate Schapandski’'s nomination states,
“His passion for family law and children’s matters is evident in his
longevity on the family docket. His creativity is shown by his
successful management of domestic relations cases both in and
outside the courtroom.” Magistrate Schapanski has served on
the Colorado Court Improvement Committee, Office of Child’'s
Representative Local Oversight Committee and the Larimer

Constance Talmage with Award Winner County Bench/Bar Committee and is a frequent presenter at
Magistrate Stephen Schapanksi. CLE Programs for the Larimer County Bar Associations.

After prolonged applause for each of the award winners, Gale
Miller returned and introduced CJI Board member, Gary Lozow, a
prominent Denver attorney with, Isaacson Rosenbaum P.C.,
describing him as “one of the leaders in the legal, and broader
community.” Mr. Lozow took a moment before presenting the
Judicial Independence Award to wish his wife, Joyce, a happy
birthday. Gary said, in describing Hon. Judge John W. Coughlin,
he is unanimously regarded by his colleagues as “The Best of the
Best” and further that he, “is always their when needed, always
steps up to the plate and has an empathy with people that carries
the day.” Mr. Lozow praised Judge Coughlin for his “steady,
consistent fashion” in the face of several controversial and highly
publicized cases. Catherine and Judge John Coughlin.

Judge Coughlin was appointed to the Denver District Court bench in
1985, and the Denver County Court bench in 1980. Prior to his
appointment to the bench, Judge Coughlin served as a Deputy District
Attorney. Judge Coughlin currently hears civil cases, speaks at Bar
Associations and particularly enjoys talking with school-age children.
Judge Coughlin rose to the podium to accept his award and agreed
with a humorous remark Gary Lozow had made, that “the most
interesting thing about him was his wife Catherine.” Judge Coughlin
went on to acknowledge his mentor Hon. Leonard P. Plank, now a
member of the board of CJI.

Patricia and Hon. Leonard Plank
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Elinor Greenberg, Ed. D., Regional Director at University of Colorado
Health Sciences Center rose to introduce the keynote speaker. Elli
began, “If | were to write a headline for tonight's keynote speaker it would
read “Local Girl Makes Good”, referring to the fact that Ms. Karen
Mathis of McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP, is the first
Colorado Attorney to be elected president of the American Bar
Association. Elinor said that she knew Karen as a friend and colleague in
the Women'’s forum of Colorado and her recognition by the Girls Scouts
as a 2005 Woman of Distinction award honoree, for her involvement in
: the sports program “Girls in Crises”. Elinor went on to list Ms. Mathis
“éﬁ;f%fﬁﬁ%?eé?emﬁ' Vice many accomplishments including the award of “Outstanding Attorney by
' g the Colorado Bar Association and in her thirty years with the CBA
chaired several committees including the House of Delegates. Elinor describe Karen Mathis as a person
who has a passion for caring.

Karen Mathis began her address by thanking Elinor
Greenberg for her introduction, saying Elinor was a
wonderful spokesperson for the CJI. She also thanked Gale
Miller for standing in as Emcee and Connie Talmage for
inviting her to speak. Karen said that in her capacity as
President-Elect for the ABA she has traveled extensively
and internationally and that she has heard “over and over
again how much America’s lawyers are respected and how
much our judiciary is appreciated.” Karen gave the audience
the regard’s last years keynote speaker Robert Grey and
reported on the progress of the American Jury Project.

Ms. Mathis spoke passionately, about her theme as ABA Joe Lasal and June Baker Laird of McElroy,
President; “Service, It is through the ideal of SERVICE that Deutsch, Mulvaney & Caprenter, LLP.
each of us becomes better, stronger and more valuable to
the world around us.” Ms. Mathis will initiate two projects as ABA President, first is the “Second Season of
Service: An ongoing project to address the legal consequences of the “greatest generation®”, and “baby
boomers™ retirement. Ms Mathis believes, America’s retirees in these generations will have unique and
numerous legal needs that must be met. Lawyers and judges from these generations will also be retiring,
fully or partially, which will have a major impact upon the profession, the bench, and in the classroom.
The Second Season of Service initiative will work to best serve the needs of the greatest generation and
the boomer generation. At the same time Ms Mathis said, we will direct the efforts of the ABA to create an
"information highway" to ease the access to volunteer and pro bono efforts of these "non-retiring retirees.”

The second initiative Karen Mathis is advocating is “Youth at Risk.” Ms. Mathis works with the various
committees within, and partners of, the ABA to identify those issues affecting America® youth at risk. She
is looking at the best programs, which strive to creatively solve the problems of persistent truancy, lack of
transition services for children approaching 18 years of age, and the alarming trend of an increasing
number of violent acts committed by young women and girls. Ms. Mathis voiced her commitment to
utilizing the dedication and resources of American lawyers, their education and experience, to positively
impacting the challenges facing this nation® most valuable resource, “its youth!”

"Justice, sir, is the great interest of man on earth. It is the ligament, which holds civilized, beings and
civilized nations together. " Daniel Webster



2005 Judicial Excellence Award Winners
Magistrate Stephen Schapanski, Judge
Cindy Hull Bruner, and Judge Thomas
Curry.

Debra Champeau, Theresa Spahn, and CJI
Board Member Pam Gagel.

Kara Veitch and Terrance Carroll

Hugh and Jeanne Gottschalk

Judge Joseph Meyer and CJI Board Member
Gary Lozow.

Malcolm and Donna Wheeler with Justice Rebecca
Kourlis and Tom Kourlis.

CJl Board Members

Back Row (L-R): Hon. Leonard Plank, Bob Miller, Patty Cordova, Pete Willis,
Susan Keesen, Sheila Gutteman, Constance Talmage, Larry DeMuth, Hon.
Bruce Campbell, Gordon Butz, and Jim McCotter.

Front Row (L — R): Gale Miller, Barbara Mattison, Laurie McKager, Lance
Tanaka, Pam Gagel, Elinor Greenberg, Ralph Torres.




