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Board Chair

As is hopefully well known by now, CJI's mission
is to further public understanding of the Colorado
judicial system, to preserve and enhance the
independence and excellence of the Colorado
courts and to insure that the courts meet the
needs of the people. Although so many members
of Colorado’s excellent judiciary live these
principles on a daily basis, there is no jurist who
has better represented everything that CJI strives
for than the Honorable Rebecca Love Kourlis.
From before she was a trial court judge through
today Justice Kourlis has been a tireless
advocate for reforms that make the judicial
system function better for all who come in contact
with it. And, although they do not know it, those
who deal with our courts have benefited
immensely from Justice Kourlis’ superb work.

As important, Justice Kourlis has been a
remarkable Supreme Court Justice. Whether one
might agree or disagree with her analysis in a
particular case, no one could reasonably question
her tremendous abilities as a jurist. Simply
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CJl thanks all of the supporters and attendees of the
Third Annual Judicial Excellence for Colorado Dinner

Executive Assistant to the Board

More than 380 distinguished judges, attorneys
and community members joined CJI to support
judicial excellence, education and independence
on November 2, 2005 at the Denver Marriott City
Center Hotel. The dinner, the largest and most
successful event CJl has hosted to date, raised
money for the Judicial Education Preservation
Fund and to support all CJl programs.

The keynote speaker was attorney Karen Mathis,
the first Coloradan to become President-Elect of
the 130 year-old American Bar Association and a
partner in the Denver office of McElroy, Deutsch,
Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP. Ms. Mathis has
chosen “Youth at Risk” as one of her ABA
Presidential priorities, and this was the topic of her
Keynote Speech. “Quite simply” she said, “the
youth of our nation are in peril, and this growing
crisis translates into significant harm to our
country, our institutions and our future.” She went
on to describe a long-term approach that the ABA
will take to address many of the issues that are
causing our youth to be at risk: increases in
truancy leading to more drop-outs and homeless
teenagers, the “18 and you're out” policy of foster
care and social services departments, and the
increase in girls and young women being involved
with violent acts and delinquency. Ms. Mathis
challenged the audience to “pay it forward” and
become involved in solving the increasing number
of issues that are placing our youth at risk.

Following dinner, the 2005 Colorado Judicial
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Justice Kourlis, continued from page 1

stated, when one thinks of excellence in the
Colorado courts, Justice Kourlis is inevitably one
of, if not the first, of Colorado’s superb judges to
come to mind. It was, thus, no great surprise that,
when a vacancy occurred on the United States
Supreme Court, Coloradoans of all political
stripes were touting Justice Kourlis as a potential
nominee. There can be no greater tribute to
Justice Kourlis’ reputation as an advocate for the
principles of judicial independence that she has
modeled for so long.

So, to our former board member and current ex
officio member, we say, on behalf of all citizens of
Colorado, thank you, Justice Kourlis for a job well
done and for leading the way! Although we will,
perhaps selfishly, miss you on the bench, we look
forward to more wonderful things from you as you
enter the next phase of your professional life. We
wish you all the best!

Justice Rebecca Love
Kourlis and Tom Kourlis

at the Third Annual Judicial
Excellence for Colorado
Dinner.

(Photo: M. Mainzer,
Blacktie-Colorado.com)

CJl Judicial Education Fund Supports
Child Welfare Speaker

The CJI Judicial Education Fund partnered with the
Colorado Business Coalition for Children and the
Colorado Association of Family and Children’s
Agencies to sponsor a presentation at the Child
Welfare Business Roundtable quarterly meeting.
“Innovative Models in Child Welfare: Improving
Systems for Children and Families Nationally” was
presented by John VanDenBerg, Ph.D. from Vroon
VanDenBerg, LLLP.

Funds from the CJI Judicial Education Fund are
available year round. Funding parameters and
application instructions are available at
http://www.coloradojudicialinstitute.org/downloads/CJ
|_Final_Education_Rules_3 28 05.pdf or by
contacting CJI at 303-766-7501
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Board Member Sheila Gutterman has
accepted an appointment to be the
chair of the CJI Membership
Committee. The committee will focus
on recruiting new individuals and
corporate members to support CJI® programs. Any
CJl member in good standing can serve on the
membership committee. If you are interested in
participating on this committee, please contact Sheila
at Sheila@gagfamilylaw.com or 303-858-8090 or Dana
Nelson at danacji@comcast.net or 303-766-7501.

Kick-Off Committee Meeting

All interested people are invited to a kick-off gathering
on February 9th, 2006. Amidst appetizers and
refreshments, discussion will focus on possible
membership drives and what efforts CJI should
undertake to increase membership. The meeting will
begin at 5:30 pm at Mountain States Employers
Council, 1799 Pennsylvania St., Denver. Parking is
free at the MSEC street level lot. Please RSVP to
Dana Nelson at danacji@comcast.net or
303-766-7501.

2006 Mock Trial Competition in Need
of Volunteer Judges

The Colorado Judicial Institute, in partnership with the
Social Science Education Consortium assisted in
founding the Mock Trial Competition and organizing
the event from 1984-1987. The program was then
taken over by the Colorado and Denver Bar
Associations — organizations that have improved and
broadened the program in the ensuing years.

This year, the CBA is asking for volunteer judges for
the Denver regional and statewide rounds, both of
which will be held at the Denver City/County
Courthouse. The Regional Rounds will be held Friday,
February 10" and Saturday, February 11". The
Statewide Rounds will be held Friday, March 3“ and
Saturday, March 4" Volunteers need not be lawyers
or judges, and the time commitment can be as little as
a half-day!

If you are able to participate in this valuable program,
please contact Carolyn Ferber, CBA Director of Public
Legal Education, at 303-861-5274 or
cferber@cobar.org.
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Colorado Supreme Court Chief Justice
Mary Mullarkey and American Bar Association
President-Elect Karen Mathis
(Photo: M. Mainzer, Blacktie-Colorado.com)

2005 Judicial Excellence Award Winners
Magistrate Stephen Schapanski, Judge Cindy Hull Bruner,
and Judge Thomas Curry. (Photo: M. Mainzer, Blacktie-Colorado.com)

Third Annual Judicial Excellence for Colorado Dinner, continued from page 1

Institute’s Judicial Excellence Awards were
presented to three outstanding state jurists. The
award winners, chosen from among many
impressive nominees, displayed an outstanding
commitment to judicial excellence, innovation,
dedication, and community activities. CJl is
proud to have recognized Magistrate Stephen J
Schapanski of the 8" Judicial District, Judge
Cindy Hull Bruner of the 17" Judicial District, and
Judge Thomas J. Curry of the 18" Judicial
District.

In 2005, the CJI Board of Directors created a
special award dedicated to recognizing
outstanding service to securing or defending
judicial independence in Colorado. Former
Denver District Court Judge John Coughlin was
chosen to receive the CJl Judicial Independence
Award for his stand in defense of judicial
independence in the face of an unwarranted
impeachment endeavor and public scrutiny of
high profile decisions. Judicial independence can
and should protect all judges from politically-
motivated retribution attempts due to
controversial or unpopular decisions. The
distinguished manner in which Judge Coughlin
withstood vocal and unfair criticism is fully
supported and recognized by the Colorado
Judicial Institute.

The Board Members of the Colorado Judicial
Institute extend many thanks to the generous
supporters and attendees of the Third Annual
Judicial Excellence for Colorado Dinner. The
important work that CJI undertakes to insure and
defend judicial independence in Colorado and
provide continuing education opportunities for
members of the state judicial department would
not be possible without our members and
SpONSors.

Did you know...
H th . ..
Judicial Independence Award Winner 2_0.06 is the 40 A_nnlversary of the deC|S|0n.by Colorgdo .
Judge John Coughlin with Catherine citizens to select judges through a non-partisan, merit-selection
Coughlin. program that utilizes judicial nominating commissions to
(Photo: M. Mainzer, Blacktie-Colorado.com) present qualified nominees to the Governor.

Eight states select judges through partisan judicial elections.
Thirteen states select judges through non-partisan judicial
elections.
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2005 Platinum Sponsor
Holme Roberts & Owen LLP

2005 Gold Sponsors
Arnold & Porter LLP

Baker & Hostetler LLP

Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP
Haddon, Morgan, Mueller, Jordan, Mackey & Foreman, P.C.
Holland & Hart LLP
McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter LLP
Mountain States Employers Council, Inc.
Patten, MacPhee & Associates, Inc.

2005 Silver Sponsors
Gutterman Griffiths & Powell PC
Isaacson Rosenbaum P.C.
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Pendleton Friedberg Wilson & Hennessey P.C.
Perkins Coie LLP
Roberts Levin & Patterson P.C.
Rothergerber Johnson & Lyons LLP
Sturm College of Law
at the University of Denver
Thomson West
Wheeler Trigg Kennedy LLP
White and Steele, P.C.

2005 Bronze Sponsors
Arapahoe County Bar Association
Bieging Shapiro & Burrus LLP
CBIZ Accounting, Tax and Advisory Services, Inc.
CIBER, Inc.

Colorado & Denver Bar Associations
Douglas-Elbert County Bar Association
Fisher, Sweetbaum & Levin, P.C.
GHP Horwath Financial Group
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Grimshaw & Harring, P.C.
Ireland, Stapleton, Pryor & Pascoe, P.C.
Judicial Arbiter Group, Inc.
Kennedy Christopher Childs & Fogg, P.C.
Lindquist & Vennum PLLP
Littler Mendelson, P.C.

Lottner Rubin Fishman Brown + Saul, P.C.
Miller & Steiert, P.C.

Molson Coors Brewing Company
Qwest Communications International Inc.
Ritsema & Lyon, P.C.
Talmey-Drake Research & Strategy, Inc.
Townsend and Townsend and Crew LLP

And special thanks to Heather Nanstiel at Holme Roberts &
Owen LLP for designing the dinner program and to IKON
Office solutions for providing printing services.

Judicial News

Governor Bill Owens has recently made two
new judicial appointments.

In the First Judicial District, Governor Owens
appointed Lily Oeffler to fill the vacancy created
by the retirement of Judge L. Thomas
Woodford. The First Judicial District includes
Jefferson and Gilpin Counties. Since 1994,
Judge Oeffler has served as an Assistant
Jefferson County Attorney. Prior to her service
in Jefferson County, Judge Oeffler worked for
12 years in the Burlington County, New Jersey
Prosecutor’s Office. In New Jersey, she
prosecuted high profile felony assault cases
and pioneered the use of closed circuit
testimony for child victims. Judge Oeffler
received her undergraduate degree from
Muhlenberg College and her law degree from
Dickinson School of Law at Penn State.

The vacancy on the Colorado Court of Appeals
by the retirement of the Honorable Marsha M.
Piccone has been filled by the appointment of
David M. Furman of Morrison. Judge Furman
has served as a Denver District Court
Magistrate since 1999, hearing cases in civil
foreclosures, criminal drug cases, domestic
relations cases involving children, juvenile
delinquency and child protection. Prior to his
appointment as a magistrate, Judge Furman
was in private practice. Judge Furman
received his undergraduate degree from
Wheaton College and his law degree from the
University of Denver. Judge Furman has been
quite active in community organizations,
including the Rocky Mountain Family Council,
the Arapahoe/Douglas Mental Health Network,
and the Colorado Children’s Trust Fund.

In accordance with the Colorado judicial
performance evaluation and retention system,
both Judge Oeffler and Judge Furman will
serve a provisional term of two years, after
which they each will stand in a non-partisan
retention election. Judge Oeffler, as a district
court judge, will stand for retention to a six-year
term. Judge Furman, as a Court of Appeals
judge, will stand for retention to an eight-year
term.

CJI offers congratulations to Judge Oeffler and
Judge Furman on their appointments to the
Colorado bench. And congratulations and
thanks to Judge Woodford and Judge Piccone
for their service to the citizens of Colorado.
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New Column on Developments in Divorce and Family Law to Appear in CJI Newsletter
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Gutterman, Griffiths, & Powell PC

As retired California Court of Appeals Justice Donald B. King acerbically put it, the role of the family law court too
often is to “shoot the survivors.” Some cases must be litigated, they require formal rules and protections, as well
as the full force of cross examination to get at the truth, and the neutrality of an educated third party (the judge) to
make an equitable decision regarding assets, parenting time, and other matters. But other cases do not require
the traditional adversarial system. Certainly, there is always need for full disclosure with back-up documentation.
But many couples are able to resolve their differences without litigation — through the in-court option of Simplified
Divorce, or out-of-court options such as collaborative law, mediation, and arbitration.

This month’s column highlights one of these options: Simplified Divorce.
Simplified Divorce

Over 50% of all District Court filings in Colorado involve families. Further, these family cases dominate court
dockets. In response, Chief Justice Mary Mullarkey created the Commission on Families in the Colorado Courts in
2001 to study policies, procedures, rules, and laws that impact families involved in the court system. On the
District Court level, the Commission recommended the establishment of a non-adversarial alternative to traditional
litigation for families, including a central case management process, the use of case facilitators and status
conferences, and a client-driven process, with emphasis on disclosure over discovery — including the development
(and on going improvement) of a more detailed financial affidavit to best aid that portion of the proceedings. Three
Districts — El Paso, Arapahoe, and Denver — participated in the initial Pilot Project, which then, after assessment
and recommendations by all who used it, evolved into Simplified Divorce.

Simplified Divorce is a court-based option where judges, magistrates, and court

facilitators manage each family’s case — status conferences are scheduled at regular intervals to keep the Court
apprised of the case progress. In a Simplified Divorce case, the Rules of Civil Procedure are relaxed: typically, no
motions are filed; information is exchanged “informally” and willingly; and there is one expert per disputed issue,
as mutually agreed upon by the parties. Typically. The parties are still allowed to request additional experts, a
formal exchange of information, and that a record be made of the proceeding.

After several years of District by District testing of various approaches, the Rules for Simplified Divorce are now
standardized across the state. Rule 16.2, which governs domestic relations cases, went into effect January 1%,
2005.

The point of Simplified Divorce has always been to conduct divorce faster, simpler and less expensively (both
financially and emotionally), while keeping the responsibility for decision-making in the family.

This is not a one-size-fits-all option. There is, for example, an underlying expectation that the spouses will “play
fair” and be honest and forthcoming with each other in a spirit of cooperation and integrity.

As with any new process, Simplified Divorce is still evolving, despite passage of Rule 16.2. For example: each
District issues a case management order, but there is still some disparity from District to District as to the specifics
of how cases are handled.

In the face of both praise and criticism, trial and fine-tuning, Simplified Divorce has come a long way: from a
Committee recommendation hoping for a less adversarial option than traditional litigation, to a viable process for
those families seeking a reasonable, self-driven approach to that most unreasonable of times in their lives.

If you are interested in contributing a news item or article to the CJI Newsdletter, please contact Dana Nelson at 303-766-7501 or
danacji @comcast.net. All submissionswill be reviewed by members of the CJl Board of Directors, and CJl reserves theright to refuse to
publish any submission.
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Anchor Bay Corp, Alfred Wiesner
Arapahoe County Bar Association
Arnold & Porter LLP
Baker & Hostetler LLP
Bieging Shapiro & Burrus LLP
J. Daniel Brinker
Burg Simpson Eldredge Hersh &
Jardine, P.C.
Hon. A. Bruce Campbell
CBIZ Accounting, Tax & Advisory
Services
CIBER, Inc.
Susan Clark
Colorado Bar Association
Colorado Bar Foundation
Connelly Family Fund
Davis & Ceriani, P.C.

Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP
Laurence W. DeMuth, Jr
Denver Bar Association

DocuVault, Bowen Banbury

Douglas-Elbert County Bar Association
Faegre & Benson LLP
Fisher Sweetbaum & Levin P.C.
GHP Horwath Financial Group
Richard L. Gabriel
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Grimshaw & Harring, P.C.

CJl Major Supporters

Sheila Gutterman, J.D., M.A.
Gutterman Griffiths & Powell PC
Haddon, Morgan, Mueller, Jordan,
Mackey & Foreman, P.C.
Melinda M. Harper, CPA/ABV, CFE
Holland & Hart LLP
Holme Roberts & Owen LLP
IKON Office Solutions, Inc.
Ireland, Stapleton, Pryor & Pascoe, P.C.
Isaacson Rosenbaum P.C.
Judicial Arbiter Group, Inc.
Susan Keesen

Kennedy Christopher Childs & Fogg, P.C.

Lindquist & Vennum, PLLP
Littler Mendelson, P.C.
Lottner Rubin Fishman Brown + Saul PC
Gary Lozow
Marriott City Center
Barbara Mattison
Jim McCotter
McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter,
LLP
Gale T. Miller
Miller & Steiert, P.C.
Francy S. Milner
Molson Coors Brewing Company
Montgomery, Little & McGrew
Morrison & Foerster LLP

Mountain States Employers Council, Inc.
James E. Nelson
David Norris
Leslie A. Patten
Patten, MacPhee & Associates, Inc.
Pendleton Friedberg Wilson & Hennessey
P.C.
Perkins Coie LLP
Hon. Leonard Plank
Qwest Communications International Inc.
Ritsema & Lyon, P.C.

Roberts Levin & Patterson P.C.
Rothergerber Johnson & Lyons LLP
James E. Scarboro, Esq.
Michael G. Severns
Hon. Kenneth K. Stuart
Sturm College of Law at the University of
Denver
Talmey-Drake Research & Strategy, Inc.
Thomson West
Ralph G. Torres, Esq.
Townsend and Townsend and Crew LLP
Wells, Anderson & Race LLC
Wheeler Trigg & Kennedy, P.C.
White & Steele
Peter D. Willis

Major Supporters have contributed at least $500 or significant in-kind services and/or goodsto CJI or

CJI sponsored initiatives within the last 12 months.
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